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May 26, 2014 

 

Dear Sangha,  

 

I made my first visit to the Village Zendo on a rainy evening in 2007.  My thought was that, 

somehow, meditation would be helpful to me.  I did not know why or how meditation might 

help, nor did I much concern myself with how long the process would take.  It seemed a simple, 

low-risk proposition for a man who had gone through a decade of emotional neglect and had 

finally begun a very deliberate program of personal development and renewal. 

 

Nothing could have possibly prepared me for the feelings, thoughts, sensations, changes and 

insights that have flowed from our practice together at the Village Zendo.  Nothing can, quite 

probably, prepare me now. 

 

When I first sat at the Zendo, I did not understand the word “community.”  Like so many in our 

society, I habitually treated people like things, and things like people.  It was natural, then, that 

the strength and diversity of our sangha would make the greatest impact on my development as a 

human being and practitioner over the years.  As you read this letter, please know that you have 

helped me to see, again and again, that human relationships are not bound by the tired paradigm 

of liking and disliking, of grasping after and rejecting.  Desire and disgust are in the eye of the 

beholder and, amidst the glare of intensive community practice, the pupil of that eye will 

inevitably dilate to immense proportions. 

 

It is humbling to have been asked by Enkyo Roshi to be shuso for our summer Ango.  After 

having watched so many gifted people fulfill this role, I keenly feel my own limitations and the 

magnitude of the challenge that my work will entail.  And yet I also realize that these so-called 

limitations are nothing if not a gateway into a more expansive sense of a more expansive self.  

And I know that the tremendous talent, energy and commitment that our sangha will bring to this 

month of intense Zen practice will create a remarkable environment and experience for everyone 

who takes that short detour out of habit and practices wholeheartedly together with us. 

 

Please join the Village Zendo for as much of our summer Ango as your schedule permits.  Based 

on my own direct experience, our time together will be rich, deep and surprising. 

 

 

 

Tim Bokushu Tucker 


